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to bury the loot in the valleys, coves and troves of Tortuga
for future reference. Who knows how many of these treasure-
burying pirates lost their lives on subsequent cruises, breath-
ing the secret of the trove to their most intimate pirate pal
at the last gasp or scrawling the rough chart on a bloody
piece of paper as death stiffened the fingers? Who knows how
many of these treasure chests lie buried under the jungle soil
of Tortuga to-day?
Other buccaneer leaders who made their names dreaded
on the waters of the Spanish Main and on the coast-
lines of the southern part of the New World after the "pil-
grim pirates" set the pace were known as Sawkins, Sharp
and Coxon. Piratical expeditions under these less able leaders
were prone to mutinies. If the crew of a pirateer disliked
the captain it would mutiny, force him to walk the plank
and hold an election. These free-lance mutineers combed
the seas from the southern tip of South America far north
into the Atlantic, enduring fearful hardships, fighting with
extraordinary bravery against ships usually far larger and
better manned than their own. It comes from the diary of
one of these later-day pirates that a forced visit to the island
of Juan Fernandez, off the coast of Chile, found this island
crowded with goats and birds and the shore dotted with
multitudes of seals and sea-lions. It was the Isle of Juan
Fernandez, which later became known through the exile there
of Alexander Selkirk and Defoe's subsequent story of Robin-
son Crusoe. Under date of January 3, 1679, the pirate's diary
reads:
"We had terrible gusts of wind from the shore every hour.
This day our pilot told us that years ago a certain ship was
cast away upon this island, and only one man saved, who
lived alone on this island for five years before any ship came
this way to carry him off."